Copyright Infringement and Penalties for Violation of Federal Copyright Laws

[bookmark: _GoBack]MDTC requires that all students and employees adhere to current copyright laws and congressional guidelines to avoid plagiarism (using another person’s ideas or create work without giving credit to that person).  The copyright law of the United States makes it illegal for anyone to duplicate copyrighted materials (the work of another person) without written permission.  Serious penalties are provided for unauthorized copy of copyrighted materials or the act of plagiarism. Any unauthorized use of copyrighted material or peer-to-peer file sharing may subject a student to civil and criminal liabilities.  
A summary of the penalties for the violation of federal copyright laws is listed below.

Any software provided by Mid-Del Technology Center for instructional use by a single computer for a student’s personal use does not transfer title of the software to the student. Students may not make any unauthorized copies of any copyrighted software and or materials provided by MDTC.

Removal of any proprietary markings is prohibited as well as the unauthorized distribution, modifications, and copies of provided software.  Students may not alter or provide software access to others. Students should not receive or transmit copyrighted materials without the legal authority to do so.

Summary of Civil and Criminal Penalties for Violation of Federal Copyright Laws

Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, one or more of the exclusive rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of the Copyright Act (Title 17 of the United States Code).  These rights include the right to reproduce or distribute a copyrighted work.  In the file-sharing context, downloading or uploading substantial parts of a copyrighted work without authority constitutes an infringement.  Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties.  In general, anyone found liable for civil copyright infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages or “statutory” damages affixed at not less than $750 and not more than $30,000 per work infringed.  For “willful” infringement, a court may award up to $150,000 per work infringed.  A court can, in its discretion, also assess costs and attorneys’ fees.  For details, see Title 17, United States Code, Sections 504,505.  Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including imprisonment up to five years and fines of up to $250,000 per offense.  For more information, please the website of the U.S. Copyright Office at www.copyright.gov.  



